




Two years ago they [the English] opened up the trade, which they 

still continue, to the Levant, which is extremely profitable to them, as 

they take great quantities of tin and lead thither, which the Turk buys 

of them almost for its weight in gold, the tin being vitally necessary 

for the casting of guns and the lead for purposes of war. It is of 

double importance to the Turk now, in consequence of the 

excommunication proposed ipse facto by the Pope upon any person 

who provides or sells to infidels such materials as these (Bernadino 

de Mendoza letter to Philip II, 15 May 1582). 





Elizabeth by the grace of the most mighty God, the only Creator of 

heaven and earth, of England, France and Ireland Queen, the most 

invincible and most mighty defender of the Christian faith against all 

kind of idolatries, of all that live among the Christians, and falsely 

profess the name of Christ, unto the most imperial and and most 

invincible prince, Zuldan Muran Chan [Sultan Murad III], the most 

mighty ruler of the kingdom of Turkey, sole and above all, the most 

sovereign monarch of the East Empire, greeting, and many happy and 

fortunate years (Elizabeth I to Sultan Murad III, Greenwich, 25 October 

1579). 










