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[Extract from page 224] 

 

The Tımes newspaper having been published since 1785, reached the highest levels in its role 

of representing British government policy and from time to time speaking directly on the 

government’s behalf.  Thus TheTimes publishing policy did not develop independently from 

the British government’s own foreign policy. 

Consequently, after the signing of the Lausanne Treaty, which resulted in the “normalisation” 

of the relationship between Turkey and Britain, the publishing policy of The Times also 

changed and naturally became more normal too. 

The reporting of news from Samsun and surrounding cities in terms only of “war and 

genocide” now ended, as the newspaper’s approach to the issues changed.  

 

It was in this spirit that immediately after the Lausanne Treaty of 24th July 1923, the 

British government sent Mr WLC Knight  to Turkey as its Ambassador (or Envoy), to  

represent the British government in the following cities: Trabzon, Sinop, Samsun, 

Giresun, Rize, Artvin, Çorum, Amasya, Tokat, Karahisar-ı Şarkı, Gümüşhane, 

Erzurum, Ardahan, Yozgat, Sivas, Erzincan, Kars and Bayezit. 

Mr Knight, his duty being to be the representative of Great Britain throughout this 

large area comprising the whole Black Sea and Eastern region of Turkey,  was found a 

residence in Trabzon (Trebizond). 

 

From this time onwards the winds of war stopped between the two countries. 

This new situation radically affected the publishing policies of The Times. After this period, 

as never before, the newspaper started covering the news from Samsun and the surrounding 

regions in a much more objective and truthful way. 
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