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In 1963, the Dutch historian Isabella van lgagwrote a short article about Jean Baptiste
Chasseaud, a French merchant, born in Smyrna, vesoadmitted as a freeman of the city of
Amsterdam on 15 March 1742. She had found a busfdletters sent to him in 1737 when he
was apparently living in Amsterdam at a house tglanto Leonard Lups, a Dutch merchant in
the Levant trade. Jean Baptiste’s correspondantsded Michel van Bommel, a cloth merchant
in Leiden, Gaspard Meynard at Marseilles, and DM&ynard and Sons at Galata.

On 26 September 1737, a group of Dutch metshm Constantinople had written to their
ambassador, Cornelis Calkoen, to say that “Chas$ealfled the city to avoid his creditors, but
he seems to have settled his affairs there, fdfelbruary 1754 Calkoen’s successor, Elbert de
Hochepied, wrote to the directors of the Dutch Itv@ompany recommending “Chassau” as a
possible treasurer. On 1 Dec 1754 Clara Chassgasdnarried at Smyrna to Pieter van Sanen;
he was a Dutch merchant who later became Prussi@ukgeneral there. On 2 December 1755
de Hochepied wrote again to the directors, teliirgm that a few days earlier another “Chassaux”
had arrived with his wife from Livorno [Leghorn]ariSmyrna, to join his brother, and that he was
under the protection of the Austrian emperor in dapacity as Grand Duke of Tuscany. This
brother was probably Gaspard Chasseaud, who appgasembassy correspondence from 1758,
and by 1759 was writing as a representative obileh merchants at Angora.

By 1759 Jean Baptiste had become an asskssttre Dutch community at Constantinople.
The record of goods sent or received via Smyrn®ligh merchants at Constantinople between
1757 and 1763 shows regular consignments for Jiss§fe]aud and Company. The embassy
letter book shows correspondence with ChasseaudCandat Constantinople continuing until
1765, and then with J.B. Chasseaud at Salonicaaother unidentified place between 1768 and
1776 and at Aleppo from 1776 to 1778.

The index to the Dutch records of the Leveade Bronnen —see below] may have confused
Jean Baptiste with Gabriel. In a note where ongystirname is given, the editor says that by 1772,
despite his earlier success in business, Chasseasidimost destitute and had to be replaced as
assessor. The following year he was given an angrait from the poor box of the Dutch
community at Constantinople to support him andwife and five children. However by 1777
their financial situation was so bad that the psr@moved to Smyrna, leaving their children to be
cared for by the community at Constantinople, dretd followed a protracted record of shame
and scandal. In 1782 the ambassador at Constplgingthdrew Dutch protection from “le sieur
Chasseaud”; the catalogue to the embassy arcimgiesies that this definitely was Jean Baptiste.

In 1781, Gabriel's son Peter became a nasedBritish subject and it was probably at about
this time that Gabriel himself died and his widoar& married Bartholomew Edward Abbott. It
is not clear whether Sarah was the wife who hageatrin Constantinople with Gabriel in 1755,
but the fact that she had a child by Abbott borfatesas 1791 makes this rather unlikely.
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