
20th Levantine Heritage Foundation Zoom lecture gathering with guest speakers Tom Rees, Noël 

Woolrych, George York - 20 April 2022, 6pm (UK time) 

 

 

Many of you will have heard of MI5 & MI6 but probably not of MI9, the agency responsible for helping escapes from Axis-held territory. . 
Lieut. Cdr Noël C Rees OBE RNVR, born into a wealthy Levantine family became a high-level agent in MI9 during WWII in the Mediterranean. A 
Philhellene, with a Greek wife, based in Alexandria, Smyrna (now Izmir) and Rhodes, he had an intimate knowledge of the Dodecanese Islands. As a 
British Vice-Consul on the island of Chios and in Smyrna he enjoyed Diplomatic Status in a neutral country. This presented great opportunities and 
challenges in his work for MI9. Pictured below at the liberation of Chios in 1944, he is the third British officer from the right. 
Noël Carlisle Rees was born in 1902 in Smyrna present-day Izmir. He was the son of Thomas Bowen Rees and Zoë Theophanie Werry. He died in 
England in 1947.  
Noël Rees loved Greece. He could best be described as living the life of a playboy, sailing around the Aegean in his yachts until war broke out.  

From then his life changed. A maverick who was often seen as a thorn in the side of the security services, he was responsible for the rescue and 

repatriation of Allied troops, members of the Greek Royal Family & government. This is the first time his full story, subject of a best-selling book in 

Greece, has been told in England. 

Background reading: 

Merchant Adventurers in the Levant, Tom Rees 

Aegean Adventures 1940-1943, Michael Woodbine Parish 

MI9 Escape & Evasion 1939-1945, M.R.D Foot & J.M Langley 

Ο Αγγλος Προξενος, Πέτρος Στ. Μακρής-Στάικος (The English Consul, Petros St Makris-Staikos) 

Greece, Biography of a Modern Nation, Roderick Beaton, Penguin 2020 (for an excellent condensed account of the messy war years) 

Classical Spies, Susan Heuck Allen, University of Michigan Press, 2014 (for a critical OSS view of Noel Rees) 

Dead Reckoning, George Paspati, Libro Publishers Athens 2009. Paspati was one of Noel Rees’s caique captains, and also took part in the 

suppression of the Greek naval mutiny in Alexandria in 1944. 

 

Booking essential: https://english-consul-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk 

 
 

                    

 

 

 

 

The English Consul – Chief of British Intelligence in the Aegean 

Noël Woolrych, grandson of Noël Rees 

Noël Woolrych, born in 1952, educated at Harrow, The Royal Agricultural College and The University of the West of 

England, has had a varied career in agriculture, education, business, and politics.  A teacher of Design Technology & IT he 

moved on to establishing a successful IT & Security business along with 12 years as a Councillor and a “Mayor of the 

Millennium”. An active organiser of local community events and a Trustee of a charity serving the homeless, a former 

Churchwarden, he took on the mantle of a volunteer Covid-19 vaccinator. 

 

https://english-consul-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://english-consul-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

Please support these events by becoming a sponsor.  We provide these talks for free to members as part of our mission to preserve and promote the research 

and public understanding of Levantine heritage.  Sponsoring the talks helps cover the LHF’s costs in arranging these talks in central London.  For sponsorship 

packages, please contact chairman@levantineheritage.com.  All sponsors will be recognised at events and on our website. 

 

Tom Rees, cousin of Noel Rees & author Merchant Adventurers in the Levant. 

Tom Rees was born in 1939 and educated at Harrow and Oxford. The family businesses in Egypt, along with the family 

home, disappeared in consequence of the disastrous Suez War in 1956. Obliged to look for a life outside the Levant, he 

worked between 1961 and 1981 for four different departments in the Civil Service, interspersing these with  did some 

years of social research at LSE and at the Runnymede Trust, a small think-tank on race relations and immigration, where 

he was director in the mid-1970s. He retired from Government service in 1981 to plant a vineyard in Somerset, followed a 

decade later by fifteen enjoyable years in Bordeaux, where he grew grapes and made the drinkable red wines that the 

English climate still does not allow. 
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